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and kingdoms have exemplified the too common instability of human institutions and the insufficiency of the
basis upon which political societies are too frequently founded. Still these changes and revolutions have not
been such as to cause regret or to arouse distrust. The period which comprises our national record, has been
the world s bright particular period of growth in material prosperity, in social enlightenment and in substantial
civilization. Science and the arts have not merely advanced, but they have assumed new and unwonted
theatres for the exhibition of their capabilities, and have so fully developed into new and higher forms of
organized utility, that they are to be no longer recognized by their former features and outlines. Industry has
secured a marvelous multiplication of the instruments required for the accomplishment of its results. Business
has discovered far ampler and more remunerative fields for the display of its energies, and has extended its
dominion by wholly novel and hitherto unused modes of conquest. Thus, while the Republic enters upon the one
hundreth year of its existence, with a conscious developement of it own powers and resources, it finds that the
ouside world, in the meanwhile, has been far from remaining stationary. The growth of the nation s faculties
and the developement of its own interior political system, have been coincident with an altered phase of human
society elsewhere. This growth of the Republic has of necessity involved the formation of new links of
intercourse and the assumption of new responsibilities in its inevitable relation to a world which, in thought, in
modes of action, in the boldness...
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