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indexed. Not illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: them asunder does it at the certain peril of his usefulness no less than of
his reputation. That Divine grace which, beyond all controversy, is the great element of saving power, does,
with great uniformity, co-operate with the clearest, strongest, and most earnest inculcation of truth; while the
preacher whose thoughts are feeble, puny, and obscure, and uttered heartlessly, is never likely to be honored
with a sanction which might be mistaken for Heaven s approbation of ignorance or indolence. The Church has
never more reason to be ashamed than of ministers who no longer try to preach well--who only go to their
study to read newspapers and periodicals, and have nothing fresher and better for their pulpit than the dry,
cold fragments of oft-tasted feasts, or the yet more refuse and unwholesome viands which the troublous
agitations of the moment are able to galvanize into some of the lower forms of life. It is wonderful that the least
spark of piety should not deter men from bringing such cheap offerings before God. And yet one often hears
such moral enormities justified and defended on something like logical and Christian grounds. The minister
should not be forever pressing upon his highest notes. He should guard against the danger of exciting
expectations which he will not be able, without much inconvenience, to satisfy. It is not quite compatible with
humility to labor so incessantly after uncommon thoughts and classical expressions. The minister must come
down to the...
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