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Chairman T D. Thank you. We have the chairman of the Subcommittee on Drug Policy, Mr. Souder. OUDER Mr.

S. Mr. Chairman, | am grateful to you and the rank-ing member, Mr. Waxman, for holding this hearing

discussing the critical issue of securing our borders. As chairman of the subcommittee charged with oversight
of all drug control programs, as well as an original member of the Com-mittee on Homeland Security, | am
very familiar with the chal-lenges of securing our borders. My subcommittee has focused extensively on
narcotics smuggling activities across the borders. And in July 2002, we issued a com-prehensive congressional
report which discussed the challenges about which you will be hearing today. The southwest border remains a
primary conduit of illegal drugs into our country. With up to three-quarters of the narcotics coming across it,
the problem is not going away. Drug seizures here have risen significantly during this decade, even as they fell
in other parts of the country. It seems almost every week, law enforcement agents discover huge shipments of
drugs in this area. Drug smuggling and related crime have taken a toll on the envi-ronment and the quality of
life for local residents, besides present-ing a threat to the entire Nation. According to the Centers for Dis-ease
Control, preliminary estimates for 2003, over 25, 000 Ameri-cans died of drug-related causes. To put this in
perspective, we have never lost this many Americans annually to...
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