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Excerpt: . II. HATTIBAL AND TELESCOPIC VISION.--
SCINTILLATION OF THE STABS. TELOCITY OF LIGHT. BESULTS
OF PHO TOMETBY. The increased power of vision yielded
nearly two hundred and fifty years ago by the invention of the
telescope, has afforded to the eye, as the organ of sensuous
cosmical contemplation, the noblest of all aids towards a
knowledge of the contents of space, and the investigation of
the configuration, physical character, and masses of the
planets and their satellites. The first telescope was constructed
in 1608, seven years after the death of the great observer,
Tycho Brahe. Its earliest fruits were the successive discovery of
the satellites of Jupiter, the Sun s spots, the crescent-shape of
Venus, the ring of Saturn as a triple planetary formation,
(planeta tergemiuus, ) telescopic stellar swarms, and the
nebulae in Andromeda. In 1634, the French astronomer, Morin,
eminent for his observations...
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