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The Wild Ass's Skin

By Honore de Balzac, Helen Constantine

Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new.
BRAND NEW, The Wild Ass's Skin, Honore de Balzac, Helen
Constantine, 'Who possesses me will possess all things, But his
life will belong to me.' Raphael de Valentin, a young aristocrat,
has lost all his money in the gaming parlours of the Palais Royal
in Paris, and contemplates ending his life by throwing himself
into the Seine. He is distracted by the bizarre array of objects in
a chaotic antique shop, among them a strange animal skin, a
piece of shagreen with magical properties. It will grant its
possessor his every wish, but each time a wish is bestowed the
skin shrinks, hastening its owner's death. Around this fantastic
premise Balzac weaves a compelling psychological portrait of
his hero, a prisoner of his own Promethean imagination, and
explores profound ideas about the human will, vice and virtue,
love and death. Helen Constantine's new translation captures the
energy and exuberance of Balzac's novel, one of the most
engaging of his 'Etudes philosophiques' from the Comedie
humaine. The accompanying introduction and notes offer fresh
insights into this remarkable work. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over
100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest
range...
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Reviews

A top quality publication along with the font used was intriguing to read. I really could comprehended everything
using this written e ebook. Its been designed in an remarkably straightforward way and it is only a>er i finished
reading through this publication by which basically altered me, modify the way i believe.
-- Ca thr ine La r kin Sr .       

Very useful to all of group of people. I actually have read through and so i am certain that i will planning to study yet
again once again down the road. I am just very easily can get a satisfaction of looking at a created book.
-- Ma r k B er nier     
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