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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.I m Becky, | m about to start 7th grade, and guess what? | m not
even nervous! | can hardly believe it. If you d have asked me three months ago, in May, how | was, | would have
said awful! My best friend Sarah is cuter than me, plus | have freckles that | hate, my grades are terrible, Daddy
lost his job, and Mom and Dad are always arguing and blaming each other for everything. Could anything be
worse? You bet. | ll lay it out for you. Daddy moved out. He was drinking every day and gambling on sports.
Mom told me he bets money he can t afford to lose. | was sure it was all my fault. | was getting terrible stomach
aches and headaches; | figured if | could just get better grades, Mom and Dad would be happier and maybe
everything would get better. To top it all off, my parents came up with the brilliant idea of sending me to
Australia for the summer to stay with relatives | hardly even knew. No way! It s 1972 -- what parents would send
their child half-way around the world, to the middle of nowhere? Well, | was in for some big surprises. By the
end of the summer | d found out my relatives had some of the same problems as my own family -- and |
learned there are healthy, useful ways | can deal with it all. I learn it isn t my fault. And | come to have hope, one
day at a time. And that boring island country they shipped me to? | had a blast!...
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