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indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: .is already, at least, cultivated; that is much. The disposition to learn to
think philosophically will then easily be yielded to. And now, finally, the natural sciences. What profitable objects
for learning and teaching do the descriptive sciences--botany, geology, and mineralogy--afford! It is a mistake
to suppose that university teachers lay most w.eight on systematic knowledge. Not at all. The systematic
method, it is true, is learned at the universities. It does no one harm to be able to learn and distinguish a certain
number of plants, animals, or stones. But the instruction proper should consist in the training of the senses,
especially of the sight and feeling. At present we have to lament that a large part of our students have no exact
knowledge of colors, that they make false estimates of the forms of the objects they see, and they manifest no
comprehension of the consistence and exterior constitution of bodies. Nothing should be easier than to
cultivate an accurate judgment concerning color and form, if besides the comprehension of the body the
representation of it by a simple or colored drawing, though it were only a sketch, were learned. Every one can
make such knowledge useful. It is of great value to medical men, for diagnoses of the most important
conditions are not rarely dependent upon it. The experimental sciences, especially physics and chemistry, are
also indispensable in school instruction, because more than all other branches they lead to the knowledge of
the...
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