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Hall, Boston, October 31st, 1862 Mr. President and Gentlemen: I meet and greet you to-day as a law-abiding,
government sustaining, liberty-loving, and treason-hating man, I do not appear among you as a politician of
any of the schools; I am not either a pervert or convert. The mere political opinions of any man are now of very
little consequence. The nation is in the midst of a terrible struggle for its life, and how best and quickliest to save
it, are the great questions of the hour. Everything else must be subordinated to this, because everything else is
less than this. War - relentless, bloody, and unprovoked - has been made, and is being made, upon a people,
loving peace and wishing to pursue it, A war which, originating in fraud, peculation, and treason, must be
allowed no other end than the absolute unqualified subjugation of the traitors who commenced and are
carrying it on. Twenty millions of freemen are audaciously challenged by an insolent foe to yield up without a
struggle, their liberty, their property, and their government. This is the issue. To this I will address myself. Its
gravity demands that it be considered plainly, deliberately, and truthfully. The issue is one of individual as much
as national concern. It addresses itself directly to the well-being of each, as much as to the well-being of all; nor
can its consideration be avoided or postponed. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
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